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(Please scroll down for English version.)
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About Madrigals

Italian madrigals in Renaissance period is equivalent to pop songs nowadays. They
usually centre on romantic love, expressing the rise and fall of emotions in a frank
and passionate manner.

The soundtrack of the three “Choral Micro-movies” are madrigals chosen from
Claudia Monteverdi (1567-1643)’s Madrigal Book IV and VI, the controversial works
of that time. The bold composer proposed a new discourse that harmony should
serve the texts by whatever necessary means including sacrificing the “propriety” of
counterpoint in music theory. Madrigal is a display of the composer’s creativity by
breaking through the conventional means.

About SingFest’s Micro-movies

<~ The Returning (Director : FLIAK;6)
Music: Claudio Monteverdi (1567 - 1643)
Lamento d’Arianna (from Madrigal Book VI)
Text: Ottavio Rinuccini (1562 — 1621)

“But you leave with joy on gentle breezes, while | lament here.”

— excerpt from lyrics of Lamento d’Arianna

<> Sfogava con le stele (Director: Cheung Wai-lok)
Music: Claudio Monteverdi (1567 - 1643)

Sfogava con le stelle (from Madrigal Book V1)

Text : Ottavio Rinuccini (1562 —1621)

“a love-sick man beneath the night sky spoke of his grief”
—excerpt from lyrics of Sfogava con le stelle

<> Double Lives (Director: Gabriel Fung)

Music: Claudio Monteverdi (1567 - 1643)

“Cruda Amarilli” & “O Mirtillo, Mirtillo anima mia” (from Madrigal Book V)
Text: Giovanni Battista Guarini (1538 — 1612)

“Why, cruel destiny, do you divide us, when Love would bind us?”
— excerpt from lyrics of O Mirtillo, Mirtillo anima mia



